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A central theme of my research interests is how market features interact with the collection of
public revenues and the provision of public goods and services. I am inquisitive about studying
these links using the quantitative economics toolkit in the areas of taxation and social insurance.

Regarding public revenue collection, I am especially curious about the intersection of taxation
and development. For instance, given the rapid urbanization in developing countries, the rev-
enues of city governments for providing urban amenities are crucial yet scarce. At the same
time, local shopping markets centralize economic activity, where compliance among vendors
with market fees is high anecdotally. However, these markets are largely untapped for tax
collection purposes. While there is some evidence based on qualitative interviews with local
officials, tax collectors, and vendors (e.g., Prichard and Van den Boogaard, 2017), the taxation
of market activities in developing countries remains understudied. Exploring this topic further
could promote local tax capacity and provide insights into important issues like fiscal decentral-
ization (e.g., Gadenne and Singhal, 2014), the organization of tax administrations (e.g., Basri
et al., 2021), and informality and development (e.g., La Porta and Shleifer, 2014).

On the provision of public goods and services, I am particularly interested in their supply
through marketplaces. Health insurance, for example, is often provided on so-called exchanges
to foster consumer choice and insurer competition. On the former, there is widespread evidence
that individuals face substantial behavioral frictions in their insurance choices (e.g., Ericson and
Sydnor, 2017; Chandra et al., 2019). However, we know much less about their implications for
insurance supply (e.g., Handel and Ho, 2021). There is some descriptive evidence suggesting
that insurers exploit consumer inertia in their pricing of Medicare Part D insurance plans in
the US (e.g., Ericson, 2014; Ho et al., 2017). Adding to this, I am keen to investigate insurer
behavior in the presence of demand frictions, which could yield critical regulatory insights.1

My previous independent research showcases my interest in these areas of public economics. My
undergraduate thesis studies the link between indirect taxation and inequality in developing
countries. Consistent with Bachas et al. (2021), I find no evidence that indirect taxes are
regressive in this context using cross-country panel data. The paper received the highest grade
possible; I was invited to present it at the Centre for European Economic Research (ZEW).
Supervised by Johannes Spinnewijn, my master’s thesis explores price sensitivity in the German
health insurance market. On the insurer level, I use a DiD design and an IV strategy to estimate
the price elasticity of demand. On the individual level, I find that a reform that reduced the
salience of premiums decreased individuals’ price sensitivity. The paper received the highest
grade in the course, ranking third out of all graduate economics essays at LSE that year.

My curiosity about research in public finance also motivated my current predoctoral fellowship
with Dina Pomeranz and Dave Donaldson. This position gives me in-depth exposure to work
at the frontier of tax evasion, public procurement, and firm development. I actively contribute
to various research stages, including theory, empirical analyses, and drafting academic papers.
For instance, to estimate dispersion in firm productivity in Carrillo et al. (2022), I conducted
extensive research and simulations on the IV correlated random coefficient estimator by Masten

1 I provide brief research proposals on the mentioned topics online (konstantinpoensgen.github.io).
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and Torgovitsky (2016) to (i) test consistency under different firm models and (ii) derive an
optimal estimator bandwidth choice. I also took a lead role in developing successful grant
applications on property tax collection and corporate tax evasion in lower-income countries.

My prior economic theory and quantitative methods coursework provide a strong foundation
for my doctoral studies. The rigorous training in Mannheim and Nottingham and my desire to
pursue a Ph.D. motivated my graduate studies in mathematical economics and econometrics
at LSE, which I finished among the top five students of my cohort. The proof-based micro,
macro and econometrics sequences matched the rigor of first-year Ph.D. courses. In my elective,
public economics, I was particularly intrigued by research deriving sufficient statistics for welfare
analysis. I also audited a course in quantitative economics to learn more about frontier research
methods and recent advances in applied econometrics. Finally, I took a real analysis course
during my predoc to deepen my understanding of the mathematical foundations in economics.

In sum, I believe that my holistic profile and the skills acquired in significant research experience
and advanced coursework put me in a strong position to pursue a Ph.D. in economics at Harvard
University. I am eager to contribute to the research frontier in public economics through
a research agenda like the one outlined above. Ultimately, I aim to conduct policy-relevant
research in these areas as an academic researcher at a leading university.

Bibliography

Bachas, P., Gadenne, L., and Jensen, A. (2021). Informality, consumption taxes, and redistri-
bution. Working paper, National Bureau of Economic Research.

Basri, M. C., Felix, M., Hanna, R., and Olken, B. A. (2021). Tax administration versus tax rates:
evidence from corporate taxation in Indonesia. American Economic Review, 111(12):3827–71.

Carrillo, P., Donaldson, D., Pomeranz, D., and Singhal, M. (2022). Allocative efficiency in firm
production: A nonparametric test using procurement lotteries. Working paper.

Chandra, A., Handel, B., and Schwartzstein, J. (2019). Behavioral economics and health-care
markets. In Handbook of Behavioral Economics - Foundations and Applications 2, volume 2.

Ericson, K. M. (2014). Consumer inertia and firm pricing in the Medicare Part D prescription
drug insurance exchange. American Economic Journal: Economic Policy, 6(1):38–64.

Ericson, K. M. and Sydnor, J. (2017). The questionable value of having a choice of levels of
health insurance coverage. The Journal of Economic Perspectives, 31(4):51–72.

Gadenne, L. and Singhal, M. (2014). Decentralization in developing economies. Annual Review
of Economics, 6(1):581–604.

Handel, B. and Ho, K. (2021). The industrial organization of health care markets. In Handbook
of Industrial Organization, volume 5, pages 521–614. Elsevier.

Ho, K., Hogan, J., and Scott Morton, F. (2017). The impact of consumer inattention on insurer
pricing in the Medicare Part D program. The RAND Journal of Economics, 48(4):877–905.

La Porta, R. and Shleifer, A. (2014). Informality and development. Journal of Economic
Perspectives, 28(3):109–26.

Masten, M. A. and Torgovitsky, A. (2016). Identification of instrumental variable correlated
random coefficients models. Review of Economics and Statistics, 98(5):1001–1005.

Prichard, W. and Van den Boogaard, V. (2017). Norms, power, and the socially embedded
realities of market taxation in northern Ghana. African Studies Review, 60(1):171–194.

2


	Bibliography

